YOUR LETTERHEAD GOES HERE 
Today’s Date 

The Honorable _______________   [see addresses on page 2]  

Street Address________________ 

SUBJECT:  Vote YES to Bill No. S-2874

Dear ______________________:  

State your name, position/company, and Chamber
Give your position on the bill in about a paragraph. For example… 
A:  I would like you to vote YES to bill S-2874 because this legislative amendment would give small businesses with 1-50 employees the option to purchase group health insurance through their Chamber of Commerce. Currently, under the law, sole proprietors are not considered “small employers” until they have 2 full-time employees. Their only option is to purchase a health benefits plan in the individual market. This bill redefines “small employer” to include sole proprietors with no employees. 
B:  This bill would encourage entrepreneurs to stay in NJ. Give them options for health insurance coverage, options available through Chambers in neighboring states, not just high-priced individual plans. Help them free up capital for hiring new employees and productive enterprise. This in turn would increase taxable business and personal income.  

C: This bill would help stop discrimination against sole proprietors, the backbone of New Jersey’s economy. Give them the same chance larger entities have to purchase group health insurance. In 2008 there were 524,344 individual proprietorships in NJ (U.S. Census Bureau). None of these qualify for group health coverage, yet in 2010 only 97,569 individual health insurance policies were in effect (NJ Dept of Banking & Insurance). This bill could help reduce the number of uninsured sole proprietors.   
D: This bill would help keep small business alive in New Jersey. Small businesses are vital to supporting the economic recovery. According to the Federal Reserve Bank of NY (Oct. 2010), small firms employer nearly half of all Americans, account for about 60% of gross job creation, and historically, have created more jobs than larger firms at the start of economic recoveries. Passing this bill is a tangible way to support small business, to support economic recovery, and to show voters that we want to keep small businesses alive in NJ.    
Whenever possible, include a personal, real-life story about health care costs, your struggles, your frustrations, your inability to afford health care insurance, etc. 
Sincerely,
cc: Senator Paul A. Sarlo 
      Barry A. Goffin, President – Rutherford Chamber 
INSTRUCTIONS  
Talking points A-D on the previous page are intended to be suggestions for your personal letters only. Please add your personal touch to any of these statements, and please don’t send identical, photocopied form letters. 
Letters may be sent via US Mail, fax, or email. Always ask the recipient to vote “yes” for Bill #S-2874 and always send a copy to Sen. Sarlo. US Mail is often the most frequently opened. 
If possible, give examples of how passing this bill would benefit small businesses, especially sole proprietors. Send your letters to the following:   

The Honorable Paul A. Sarlo, Senator    
207 Hackensack St., 2nd Floor

Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075 

 (201) 804-8118 

The Honorable Kevin J. Rayn,  Assemblyman
800 Bloomfield Avenue,  Lower Level

Nutley, NJ 07110

 (973) 667-4431

The Honorable Gary S. Schaer, Assemblyman     
1 Howe Avenue, Suite 302

Passaic, NJ 07055  

(973) 249-3665
The Honorable Governor Chris Christie

Office of the Governor
PO Box 001 
Trenton, NJ 08625
Phone: (609) 292-6000

Fax: (609) 292-3454

http://www.state.nj.us/governor/contact/  [topic: Insurance] 

The letter’s salutation should read “Dear Senator:” or “Dear Governor:” or “Dear Assemblyman/woman:”  

You are encouraged to send letters to other district senators and/or representatives also, with a copy to Senator Sarlo. To find out their names and mailing addresses, click on this legislative roster:  http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/roster.asp 
